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The thought of how the world could have been in the absence of police forces is that many have never envisioned or would envision to be peaceful, judging it from how the police treat people today. Nonetheless, it is quite frank that the absence of police in the world would lead to anarchy in the country regardless of the fact that there are army forces. The police have always worked to protect and safeguard the rights of the citizens. A country such as the United States, arguably one of the greatest nations on earth, partially owes its greatness to the police (Cordner, 2017). Policing in the U.S. is one area that has undergone a tremendous revolution that has been aimed at making sure that they conduct their work effectively and efficiently. Thus, as far as evolution is concerned, the paper shall discuss how the image of the police has changed over the years. The changes will be regarding popular culture and how the media has influenced their image.
The American system of policing has its roots in English law that profoundly influenced its history. The early form of policing in England was based on two conditions, known as the watch. The watch heavily influenced modern policing, and it was composed of volunteers who would constantly patrol the streets to monitor any disorder, including crime and fire. Policing in the U.S. started as a local responsibility, but it eventually became a paying profession after it became risky, and men involved threatened to quit (Potter, 2013). The early ideas and practices of law enforcement had a significant impact on America's three ears of policing. From the political era to the professional and community era, sufficient improvements and advancements have been made in policing.  As such, based on this, American policing has been to demonstrate both continuity and change.
During the nineteenth century, policing in the U.S. was complicated due to migration gradually shaping the traditional and cultural makeup of several cities. It was also precipitated with radical decentralization of police authority within these cities. American society had been forced to make changes in law enforcement. The migration, industrialization, and urbanization had transformed the American society into an urban society. Many flocked to cities that had just started growing in search of employment while others immigrated. Poverty and deplorable dwelling conditions are what characterized these American cities. Many of the poor neighborhoods where the immigrants dwelled were riddled with crime and disorder (Anderson and Killingray, 2017). Throughout the 1830s, cities across America experienced unending riots due to poverty, deplorable living conditions, and unfounded hatred between ethnic groups. As such, the demand for a larger and better-organized law enforcement was necessitated due to the happenings. The slave patrols in the south evolved into modern police organizations alongside the watch systems in the north. The evolution into modern police departments was largely influenced by the English, who were also transforming and restructuring their police force around the same time.
The radical decentralization in the nineteenth century aimed to make a strong bond between the two parties: the police and the public. The police had a perfect knowledge of the local people, and often they were always enlisted from the very neighborhood they policed. As such, this enabled the police to easily spot the troublemakers and local problems hence creating a serene environment for dwelling. Inasmuch as that was the case, this decentralization also did create problems since it failed to produce effective crime control, efficient public services, and well-policed cities (Williams and Paterson, 2021). The police were required to respect the jurisdictional lines even though crime did not respect. There were restrictions over the jurisdiction they policed, and they were not transferrable to any other area. Furthermore, there existed no national policy of policing. The municipal police officers derived their powers from local political power, and citizens' cooperation depended mostly on individual officers. As such, this saw the development of a custom-made style of policing that allowed greater discretion; it was more like the London bobby. This policing led to the emergence of the myth of the "tough street cop." These kinds of cops were deemed to handle all problems at once but just an application of physical punishment, and it is still in existence even today. During this period, political interference, discriminatory law enforcement, inefficiency, and corruption became rampant in the force. This very much communicates the many street riots and ethnic animosity witnessed in that era (Williams and Paterson, 2021). The police became involved in bipartisan political activities to ensure that the candidate who took care of them and their evil deeds were elected. Strangers would always be excluded from social and political life. Therefore, the police force was composed of ethnic and religious composition, which had a certain political influence. These unlawful establishments in the force derailed the prospects of the U.S. developing policing that was similar to the English model.
The American police force of the twentieth century is one that seemed to be transformed. The police officers were no longer community's watchdogs or case-by-case fee retainers but full-time employees. They had permanent and fixed rules and procedures, and the recruitment of police officers was continuance, and they were answerable to the central government. All this happened during the first era of policing, known as the political era. It spanned from the 1830s to 1900 (Williams and Paterson, 2021).  The changes came as a result of people's uproar demanding a broad spectrum of reforms in social problems in the country. The people believed that it was the government's responsibility to look at the welfare of its people and improve it. They wanted the government to regulate big businesses, corrupt local politics, enhance social welfare, and change labor laws. Much emphasis was put on the professionalization of police forces. The professionalization was set on reforming the inefficiency and the corrupt nature of the police agencies. The total restructuring and redefinition of police roles happened due to the perceived police failure in enforcing law and order. The restructuring also sought to remove elements of political interferences that had tarnished the image of the police. This was done by hiring qualified leaders and raising the standards of personnel joining the police force. The restructuring ensured that joining the force was no longer a political reward or entitlement but servitude to the people; it was a mission of nonpartisan public service (Williams and Paterson, 2021). Though these reforms and restructuring were of good intentions to the Americans, their implementation in some cities was slow, and in some, the reform efforts were nonexistent. 
Though at a slow pace, the reforms and restructuring were being initiated in different cities. The advent of technologies in the mid-twentieth century also had a positive impact on policing. The three technologies, in particular, were the two-way radio, the telephone, and the patrol car. The media also came into the picture around this time, highlighting crime in society. The technologies improved the effectiveness and efficiency of the police officers. Their mobility was enhanced, thereby significantly reducing the time response for calls service from the public. At the same time, the telephone ensured that the public could easily make direct contact with the police department, and they were encouraged to do so and assured of rapid response. Even these technologies had been brought to help with policing, it later became apparent that they were ineffective. 
The mid-twentieth century until the 1990s was characterized by multiple forms of civil unrest, and crime rates peaked. Civil unrests were a result of societal and political conditions that had seen the discriminatory treatment of minorities. The Supreme Court decided several landmark cases that limited police investigative techniques. The court rulings dismissed the cases brought before them since they violated the rights of the citizens, and it was somehow said that the court was handcuffing the police. As this handcuffing continued, the civil rights movement was gradually becoming more militant against race discrimination and social injustice witnessed in the criminal justice system. The White male police officers quickly became symbols of all oppressions in American society. The protests that had been organized peacefully would always turn to violence as a result of the police's brutal response that served to increase animosity between them and the minority communities. Violent crimes such as murder, robbery, and aggravated assault quadrupled (Nixon and Bayley, 2018). These happenings reached the ears of the president, who in turn ordered the constitution of a series of presidential commissions called to investigate the issues. One such commission was the Kerner Commission, which reported deep hostility and distrust between the police and minorities. The commission thus recommended that minority officers are hired, and the professionalism movement is resuscitated. The commission also recommended increased random motorized patrolling and foot patrols and the need for rapid response to calls for service.
The recommendations were so well accepted, but soon it became apparent that they were authoritative. As Bayley explained it, it was one of the best-kept secrets in modern life; it had been known that the police would have difficulty containing the crimes. The police knew it, but the public had no clue of what was going on. The recommendation to have changes in the police was only a disguise to quell the public. The first Executive Session took the lead in developing and legitimizing the new model that focused on delivering police services and community policing (Nixon and Bayley, 2018). The essence was to initiate community policing, including problem-oriented policing. The session emphasized the need for community policing, and it was not to be politicized in any way. Community policing would involve a new management style to analyze crime and disorder problems and evaluate the remediation programs. They were to be carried out by the police in conjunction with outside experts.   
The twenty-first century started on a low as far as crime is concerned, but things quickly took the wrong direction on September 11, 2001, when terrorism showed its ugly side. In the years leading to the twenty-first century, the decline in crime and any related police atrocity had declined so dramatically that it offset analysts' continued questioning. Positive findings started being posted on the efficacy of specific police strategies. The findings revealed that crime could be reduced if the police were more specifics concerning a problem. The police started being relaxed, but that ended after 9/11 when it became inevitable that American was prone to external attacks. The police had to improve their capacity to assess risk on local vulnerabilities and first-responding in the event of terrorist incidents (Nixon and Bayley, 2018). Accountability was intensified, and their jurisdiction was expanded to include matters concerning immigration. But since that is the case, the wrongs by the police have continued, and experts have indicated that they stem from toxic culture fostered by police recruitment, leadership, and training. In the wake of the many high-profile shooting of Black Americans that resulted in rioting and damaging properties, the police had to be forced to intensify accountability again. The George Floyd incident is a perfect example of how technology intensifies accountability (Reny and Newman, 2021). There is a lot that needs to be done to improve the experience of police officers and police culture.
As a third party in all these, the media has played an equal share in building and destroying the relationship between the public and the police. Before the advent of technology, the media helped police because they sought to help the police catch the lawbreakers. But with the advent of technologies and the increased corrupt nature of the police force, the media has always found themselves torn between airing the lousy side of policing and the good side. They have been accused of concealing factual information and only revealing those who benefit them in many instances. Nevertheless, they have been critical in informing the rot in the police force and how criminal gangs are bribing the police to commit crimes. As such, the media portrayal of the police in recent times has dented their image and exposed how racism rules the policing world.
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